Esther for today
Esther 6.1-14 – The last laugh
1. List all the different coincidences in this chapter that would indicate the invisible hand of God is at work? How easy is it to trust the timing of God in our lives?
2. How would you describe Haman as you have met him in the story of Esther thus far? (see 3.1-6,8-9,15; 5.9-14)
3. There is an element of humour, particularly irony, in this chapter as the story unfolds! (see esp. v6-11) What might be the point of such humour in what is really a very serious story? (cf Ps 2. 1-6)
4. At the end of chapter 5 Mordecai is destined to be hung publicly from the gallows in Susa (see 5.14) but by 6.10 he is being publicly honoured through the streets of Susa. What is the significance of such a reversal of fortunes for Mordecai and the story of Esther as a whole?
5. What is the significance of the statement in 6.13 for Haman, for the Jews in Esther’s day and for Christian people today? In what area of your life do you need to take encouragement from truth contained in this verse?
6. ‘I still remember you to him who one day will make you laugh’ - so wrote Samuel Rutherford to a Christian friend. What in this story (and in the Bible as a whole) would assure us that laughter and not tears is the ultimate destiny for the Christian? What difference should that make now?
