Esther for today
Esther 4.1-17 – Turning point
1. Esther appears to have been unaware of the plight of her people until Mordecai tells her (v 4-8). To what extent are we out of touch with the pain and suffering experienced by others – Christian and non-Christian in our community, in our world? Why? Is there anything that might be done/needs to be done about that?
2. If you could attempt anything for God knowing that you would not fail, what would it be?

3. What risk is involved for Esther in responding to Mordecai’s urging of her in v8? (see v11) Does obedience to God always involve risk and/or cost?

4. What underlies Mordecai’s words to Esther in v14 about deliverance for the Jews arising from another place and his question about Esther’s coming to royal position for such a time as this? How possible is it for us to know the reason why God may have put us in a particular situation?
5. What do you think is the significance of Esther’s request of the Jews in Susa v15? How can we support one another in similar fashion in the places where we live and work and have the chance to make a difference for Christ?
6. If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for him (CT Studd) When considering the cost of discipleship why is it important to remember the cross of Christ? How can we learn to sacrifice for the sake of Christ, his people and his gospel?
7. Why might the fact that God uses both Mordecai and Esther to fulfil his saving purposes for his people encourage us?

