Esther for Today

Overview sermon &

Esther 1: ‘Reigning on the King’s Parade’
1. What is your initial reaction to (a) the story of Esther as a whole and (b) the fact that God is not mentioned in the book?

2. From chapter 1, what impression do you get of the character of King Xerxes?  In what ways does he use and abuse his power, and how might we respond to his behaviour from a biblical perspective?

3. The real power often seems to be with those who deny God.  Can you think of practical examples of this in our culture today, or in your own life?  In what ways can this make things hard for God’s people?

4. As Christians, we all experience times when it feels as if God is absent or at least silent.

(a) How can we respond to this feeling ourselves?

(b) How can we support one another through such difficult times?

5. What practical difference does it make to know that God has the ultimate control over your life?

6. How might Esther help us to think through the pressures faced by the persecuted church?  How might we pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters as a result?

