Mark for Today

Mark 2:1-12 – ‘Your sins are forgiven’
1. Is Jesus right to see the paralysed man’s sin as a more pressing problem than his paralysis (v.5)?  Why?

2. In what ways do we sometimes fail to appreciate the seriousness of sin?  Why do you think we do this?
3. How easy do you find it to believe that “your sins are forgiven” (v.5)?

4. What do you think of the five blocks of evidence* Mark gives us concerning the power and authority of Jesus?  Do you find the implications of any of them hard to apply in your own life?
5. Returning to Mark 2:1-12, why does Jesus have an authority to forgive sins which no-one else has?
(See Daniel 7:14 + Mark 10:45.)
6. What reasons do we find in this passage to be amazed, and to praise God (v.12)?
7. What does Mark 2:1-12 add to our understanding of who Jesus is, why he came, and how we should respond to him?
* Jesus has power and authority:
· to teach (1:21-22);
· over sickness (1:29-31);
· over nature (4:35-41);
· over death (5:35-42);
· to forgive sins (2:1-12).
