Acts for today

Acts 1. 1-8 ; Luke 24.36-49 – You will be my witnesses
1. Why do you think talk of witness or mission or evangelism often fill Christian people with fear or guilt? 
2. What is the significance of Jesus using the introduction in Lk 24. 46, ‘This is what is written…’?
3. According to vs 46-47 what must happen in order for the purposes of God to be fulfilled? 
4. What makes the gospel of Jesus Christ good news as opposed to good advice? (see v46 cf 1 Cor 15.3-5)
5. As Jesus affirms that his disciples will be his witnesses in Acts 1.8 what does he promise them and what is the significance of the promise?
6. What do you notice about Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth (see Acts 1.8) as a geographical pattern?
7. John Wesley said ‘Parochialism* is always the enemy of the gospel’.  What do you think he meant? In what ways might we be tempted to be parochial as Christians or as a church? 
8. What implications do these verses in Luke & Acts have for us as a church and individuals? What has challenged you from these verses? What has encouraged you? 

*Parochial: restricted or confined within narrow limits; parochialism:narrowness of view (Chambers Dictionary)
