1 Thessalonians for today

1 Thess 4.1-2,9-12 – Working to please God
1. ‘The primary problem with work in most people’s lives is that there is too much of it?’ Would you agree? What would you say were the predominant attitudes in our society to work (esp. paid work)?
2. The fact that vs9-12 are actually one sentence in Greek suggests a clear relationship in Paul’s mind between what he says about love and work. In what ways might our work (paid or unpaid) be an expression of love for others?
3. From vs11& 12 and other places in the Bible can you identify some key elements in a biblical view of work? Cf Gen 2.15; Prov 6.6-9; Eph 4.28, 6.5-9; Col 3.22-4.1
4. Paul’s words in v11-12 were directed towards Christians who believed Jesus was coming back imminently, had given up working and were relying on the generosity of other Christians to provide for them. What impressions might that have given to ‘outsiders’ about the Christian faith? What work habits detract from a Christian’s witness at work?
5. What’s the hardest thing about being a Christian in the place you work (paid or unpaid)? 
6. How can we help one another keep work in a proper biblical perspective?
7. In the light of what you have learnt what one change in attitude or section in relation to your work might you make to please God?
