1 Thessalonians for today
1 Thessalonians 2.1-12 – Servants of the good news
1. Has speaking to others about Jesus and his gospel been a positive or negative experience?

2. What reasons might Paul have given for not preaching the gospel in Thessalonica? What gave him courage to speak? (vs1-2)

3. In what situations do you find it most difficult to speak of Christ and his gospel?

4. In vs 3-6 Paul mentions good and bad motives for sharing the gospel. Can you identify them? What would you say was his most important aim in sharing the gospel?

5. What characteristics of a ‘nursing mother’ make her a helpful, as well as a challenging, role model in thinking about attitudes and actions in sharing the gospel?

6. How important would you say is the life of a messenger, if people are to pay attention to the message they are sharing? (cf vs10,11)

7. Bearing witness to Jesus Christ and his gospel is never easy. From what you have read in these verses, perhaps especially of Paul’s example, what ideas or encouragements might help in overcoming some of the difficulties experiences in this?
