1 Thessalonians for today
Acts 17.1-14; 1 Thessalonians 1.1-3 – People under pressure
1. If you were asked to identify the major sources of stress and strain in life today, what would they be? Are there any pressures that come to a Christian simply because they are a Christian?
2. Why do you think Paul went first to the synagogue when he arrived in Thessalonica? What did he proclaim and how? (Acts 17.1-3) Is there anything to be learnt from his example for our own witness to others?
3. The first Thessalonian Christians experienced a pretty violent reaction to their professing faith in Jesus as the Christ. Why was that? (Acts 17.5-9). Have you experienced any negative reaction to your becoming or being a Christian? How do we deal with that?
4. In 1 Thess 1.3 Paul remembers the Thessalonians’ work produced by faith – or your work of faith (ESV). If someone asked you to explain the relationship between faith and works in the Christian life – how would you reply? (see Eph 2.8-10 & (if time) James 2.17-19)
5. Why is the resurrection of Jesus the foundation of the Christian’s hope? (see 1 Corinthians 15. esp vs12-20, 54 1 Peter 1.3-5)
6. Because of their hope in the Lord Jesus Christ (v3) the Thessalonians displayed endurance in the face of much adversity and opposition. In what areas of the Christian life do you struggle to persevere? Where can we find encouragement to keep on keeping on? (cf Rom 15.4)
