Judges for Today  

Judges 6.33 – 9.57

1.  From 6.33 to -7.25 pick out all the indications that ‘salvation is of the LORD’ and he is the ‘hero of the hour’ and that Gideon is an instrument in His hands.

2.  Pride and the boasting that goes with it (see 7.2) will always be a temptation in the Christian life. Can we identify specific areas where we are vulnerable? How can we cultivate humility? 
3. What are we to make of ‘God sent an evil spirit?’ (9.23) Does it disturb us or encourage us?

 Why?

4. Jotham’s challenge to the people of Shechem and to Abimelech (9.16-20) exposed the absence of truth, faithfulness, integrity, justice in their actions (and no doubt reflected the absence of these more generally). Can we identify aspects and areas in life and work where we see a similar absence of these characteristics? How can we help one another to cultivate and demonstrate such characteristics in our daily lives? 

5. ‘Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.’ (Galatians 6.7). In what ways can you see this principle at work: 

· in Abimelech and the people of Shechem?

· in people you know?

-   in your own life?

