Judges for Today  
Judges 4-5
1. How do we understand Deborah’s role as a judge/leader (4.4) of Israel as a woman?

2. “Men are often reluctant to take a lead, and women to take over.” Do you agree? Why does this happen? What do we as a church need to do about this?

3. Summarise Deborah’s message to Barak (4.6-7) and his response (4.8). Is Barak’s obedience unconditional? Is he right in what he says and does?

4. Jael’s deception does not seem to bother the writer of Judges. Deborah seems to celebrate it (5.24-27). Why might this be so? What are the pitfalls in interpreting this?

5. Some of the tribes failed to join in with Barak (5.15-18). What happened to Meroz? (v23). Where in the life of our church do we need to move from being spectators/commentators to getting involved? 

6. The Christian life is a fight and we are to put on spiritual armour. (cf Eph 6.10-20, 1 Tim 1.18, 6.12) Where in your personal life do you find the fiercest battles to being a Christian? How can we help each other, “stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel?” (Phil 1.27)
Footnote: The ideal for God’s people is summarised in Judges 5.2: “When princes take the lead, when the people willingly offer themselves—praise the Lord!” 

